UCFS Board Member Profile: Preston Goodman

Name: Preston Goodman

City, State/Province, Country: Henderson, Nevada
Place of Employment: City of Henderson

Job Title: Municipal Forester

Educational level and major field:

e Bachelors — Business Administration and
Management (currently pursuing)

e Associate of Arts and Sciences, Ornamental
Horticulture
e Associate of Arts, Social Psychology

List any professional certifications: ISA Certified Arborist; UCFS Municipal Forestry Institute

List any other urban forestry, arboriculture, or related organizations you’re involved with:
e Western Chapter ISA — Municipal Committee, Chair
e Western Chapter ISA — Executive Committee, Treasurer
e City of Henderson, NV Beautification Committee

LinkedIn profile link:
https://www.linkedin.com/in/preston-goodman-b55a3455/

Bio

Preston is a long-time resident of Henderson, Nevada and has been employed by the Parks and
Recreation Department for the past 25 years. Preston is very committed to continuing
education, and looking for ways to improve on the way the community does business. He enjoys
public speaking and have had opportunities to speak to the general public and city staff on
maintenance challenges. Preston has been a Certified Arborist for 19 years and the Municipal
Forester for the City of Henderson for the past 8 years where he oversees 32,000 trees for the
city. During this time, he served on the ISA Western Chapters municipal committee as a member
and the committee chair. Preston also served on the Western Chapters executive committee as
the treasurer for the past four years.


https://www.linkedin.com/in/preston-goodman-b55a3455/

What got you interested in the field of urban forestry?

| started in park maintenance in 1999. | found myself drawn to the trees, so | started taking
horticulture classes. After | got my degree, | took the exam for ISA Certified Arborist. | jumped in
on programs offered by the Arbor Day Foundation. In 2016 | became the second Municipal
Forester in the city's history.

In what ways do you want to contribute to the mission and strategic direction of UCFS? Are

you particularly interested in a certain area of board service such as governance, policy,
outreach, financial oversight, etc.? Do you see any of your strengths being especially helpful to
leading the organization?

I am a very good team player and love working on projects. | am particularly interested in
governance areas and teaching the many facets of forestry. In my current role, local news
networks call on me a lot to do interviews. | feel that this side of urban forestry —
communication of our work — is often overlooked and I’'m passionate about helping us all speak
more on behalf of the important work we do.

What makes you happy about being an UCFS member?
| love the idea that there is a group of individuals that share a similar set of goals, while
understanding the daily struggles of the municipal community.

Favorite tree and why?

The Olea europaea ‘Wilsonii’ has long been a favorite tree of mine. The olive tree is super
versatile, and has no problem handling the extreme temperatures of the Las Vegas valley. The
tree also lends itself to very classical form with a fairly quick growth pattern. The lack of actual
fruit also makes it an exceptional park tree.


https://ucfsociety.org/about-us/
https://ucfsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/UCFS2023StrategicPlanExternal.pdf
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